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The  American  Moslem  should  not  be  a 
stranger  to  American  soil.  In  our  humble 
opinion  he  has  been  here  for  a  long  time; 
in  fact  since  the  nation  was  born.  It  is  not 
claiming  a  whit  too  much  to  say  that  he  pre- 
sided at  its  birth.  George  Washington  was 
Moslem,  alike  with  the  other  kindred  spirits 
of  the  American  Revolution.  When  peace 
and  rest  came  to  him  at  Mount  Vernon,  he  sat 
beneath  the  golden  Crescent,  the  significant 
emblem  which  adorne 1  his  summer  sanctuary. 
He  stood  in  the  highest  favor  with  the  Sul- 
tan,  who  showered  him  with  most  gracious 
encomium,  as  well  as  with  most  substantial 
and  beautiful  tokens  of  affection. 

The  grace  of  manner  of  the  Moslem,  his 
simplicity  and  refinement,  his  devotion  to 
learning,  his  skill  in  the  occult  sciences,  the 
brilliancy  and  beauty  of  his  works,  his  chiv- 
alrous gallantry  and  sublime  reverence  for 
Deity  have  been  chronicled  by  Irving,  Car- 
lyle,  Davenport,  Leitner,  and  other  scholars. 
Their  pens  point  to  him  with  praise  and 
gratitude.  His  urbane  example  comes  down 
to  us  from  the  eras  of  the  past  like  the  prom- 
ise of  the  sunrise.  All  that  has  been  truly 
lived  by  humanity  has  been  lived  by  him. 
His  fellowship  wiih  his  brother  man  was  a 
poem  lit  up  with  the  richest  imagery  and  the 
happiest  practice.  Wherever  the  graces 
are  observed  throughout  our  peaceful  Ameri- 
can homes  there  you  will  find  the  Moslem 
principle  exemplified.  The  impress  of  his 
genius  and  gentleness  are  yet  traceable 
throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  human 
fa  mily. 

The  religion  of  the  Moslem  derives  its  ori- 
gin direct  from  the  inspiration  of  Moham- 


med. He  was  the  last  man  who  attained  the 
rank  of  a  prophet,  and  it  was  Mohammed 
who  concentrated  the  then  revealed  truths  of 
the  Ancients,  the  Judaic  and  the  Christian 
into  one  great  and  independent  religion. 

The  example  of  the  Moslem  is  worthy  of 
emulation.  The  study  of  Islam  should  com- 
mand the  attention  of  the  earnest,  unbiased 
searcher  after  truth.  That  the  hungering, 
confiding  heart  of  humanity  has  become  con- 
fused there  is  no  doubt.  Millions  live  in  de- 
spair or  in  rebellion  against  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. The  great  oceans  of  belief  and  un- 
belief in  it  are  alike  tideless  and  motionless. 
A  babel  of  interpretations  abound. 

The  American  Moslem  will  prove  a  mes- 
senger of  peace  and  good  will  to  men.  It 
will  shed  new  light  on  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
It  will  teach  nothing  old,  nothing  new.  It 
will  endeavor  to  bring  men  now  wide  apart 
in  thought  and  deed  closer  together.  It  will 
encourage  and  practice  toleration.  It  is  not 
unmindful  that  many  good  things  are  already 
urged  by  many  peoples.  Yet  few  are  found 
who  practically  admit  and  live  the  simple 
truth.    Let  the  study  of  Islam  proceed. 

The  dark  West  needs  the  radiant  rays  of 
the  East  to  quicken  it  into  spiritual  life  and 
energy. 

*) 

The  meetings  of  this  society  are  held 
every  Sunday  morning  at  No.  8  Union 
Square,  in  Union  Square  Hall.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  Dec.  10,  and  the  First  Call 
to  Prayer  in  America  was  made  on  that  day 
by  Mr.  Em  in  L.  Nabokoff.  The  kind  notices 
of  the  press,  and  their  extended  mention  of 
this  work,  are  duly  appreciated.  Meetings 
free  to  all,  every  Sunday  morning. 

•) 

•Search  thy  own  heart.    What  paineth  thee 

In  others,  in  thyself  may  be; 

All  dust  is  frail,  all  flesh  is  weak, 

Be  thou  the  True  Man  thou  dost  seek. 

— Wihttier. 


THE  AMERICAN  MOSLEM. 


I  THE  AMERICAN  MOSLEM.*) 

PUBLISHED  AT  TAKKYTOWX,  X.Y.,  U.S.A.,  $1  A  IB. 

BY  S.  A.  LANT, 

VSSISTFD  PY  A  Xl'MHEK   OF  VM.E  CONTRIBUTORS. 
I '.ut . ■  r < ■  •  I  nt  tlu'  jinst-uf  fu-e  iin  socon.l-oliiss  mail  muttor.  J 


<  )li  !  my  son, 

Ho  constant  at  prayer 

Ami  command  that  which  is  just. 

And  forbid  that  which  is  evil; 

Ami  be  patient  under  the  afflictions 

Which  shall  befall  thee; 

For  this  is  a  duty 

Absolutely  incumbent  on  all  men. 

Neither  walk  in  the  earth  with  insolence, 

For  (Jod  loveth  no  arrogant, 

Vain-glorious  person,  -Koran. 

•)  m 
TO  OUR  BROTHERS  IN  THE  EAST. 

We  salute  you.  Peace  be  yours  forever. 
This  paper  is  printed  for  you,  by  your  friends 
in  America.  YVe  hope  you  will  find  some- 
thin-  in  it  good  and  gratifying.  We  hope 
you  will  send  your  best  thoughts  to  it  to  let 
the  people  of  America  know  more  of  your 
peaceful,  patient  manners.  Tell  us  the  secret 
of  your  content  and  happiness.  Tell  us  all, 
for  we  need  your  example.  Come  and  teach 
our  people  the  truths  of  Islam;  our  people  are 
good,  and  many  will  listen  attentively.  The 
disease  of  drunkeuess  does  not  abate  with  us. 
Come  and  teach  our  people  to  abstain  from 
drink.  They  will  listen  to  you,  for  they  will 
know  that  you  are  tiue  abstainers.  They 
know  that  you  do  not  cry' down  this  evil  and 
then  resort  to  it  in  sickness.  Come  and 
te:ich  our  people  to  be  clean  in  body  and 
pane  In  heart.  We  have  great  teachers  who 
preach  these  things  but  the  people  are  not 
sure  they  practice  what  they  preach.  Come 
and  preach  to  the  preachers,  as  well  as  the 
people;  and  come  quickly. 

A  very  interesting  exhibit  of  art  wares  of 
the  Indian  Empire  can  now  be  seen  at  oth 
avenue  and  28th  streets.  They  are  shown 
by  S.  T.  Tellcry  a;  Co.,  of  Delhi,  Calcutta, 
Bombay  and  Simla,  accredited  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  India  as  its  representatives  at  the 
Columbian  Exposition. 


We  will  supply  any  book  called  for  at 
publisher's  prices. 

"Islam  a  Religion  of  Peace,"  will  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form.    For  sale  at  this  oilier,  f>e. 

Our  New  York  office  address  is  Ni  .  8 
Union  Square.  Editor's  address,  Tarrvtown, 
N.  Y. 

Our  friends  in  the  East  will  please  address 
"The  American  Moslem,"  Tarrytown,  N  Y 
(U.  S.  A.) 

We  acknoledge  the  receipt  of  letters  from 
llajee  Abdulla  Arab.  Badruden  Abdulla  Kur. 
Ilamid  Snow,  Bombay;  Kuddus  Badsha  and 
Hadi  Badsha,  llajee  Mahomed  Abdus  Salara 
Badsha  Saib,  Madras,  India;  the  Honorable, 
the  Turkish  Consul.  New  York;  C.  Mc  A  lister, 
Indianapolis,  Indiana;  S.  E.  Touts,  West 
Point,  Indiana. 

Received. — "The  Monist"  for  January,  an 
advanced  quarterly  magazine,  Dr.  Paul 
Cams,  editor,  Chicago  ;  "Notes  and  Que- 
ries," Si  C.  &  L.  M.  Gould,  Manchester,  N. 
H;;  Catalogue  of  the  American  Book  Co.. 
806  Broadway,  N.  Y.;  "Light  of  Truth," 
Cincinnati;  "Progressive  Thinker,"  Chicago; 
"Occultisn,"  by  Joseph  M.  Wade,  Dorchester, 
M ass.;  "Lucifer  the  Light  Bearer,"  Topeka, 
Kansas. 

Dennett's  restaurant  is  conducted  on  the 
Moslem  principle.  The  patron  helps  himself, 
and  if  he  is  a  good  Mussulman  pays  for  what 
he  has  eaten  as  he  goes  out.  This  confidence 
in  the  multitude  is  commendable.  The  next 
good  move  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dennett,  we 
hope,  will  be,  reform  in  the  gastronomical 
temptations  set  before  his  patrons.  Mr.  H. 
A.  Host,  a  printer  of  Brooklyn,  is  inclined  to 
put  the  thief  and  robber  on  his  honor.  A 
short  time  since  burglars  entered  his  place, 
blew  open  one  safe  and  were  at  work  on  the 
second  when  they,  were  frightened  away. 
The  safe  had  to  be  repaired  and  the  burglars 
got  nothing.  Mr.  Post  has  had  the  following 
card  printed,  which  now  hangs  on  the  knob 
on  the  safe  door: 

The  key  of  this  sife  is  in  the  lower  corner  if  the  first  drawer  of  the 
big  disk  to  the  right.  No  money  in  either  of  the  safes,  i  keep  my 
money  in  the  druwur  adjoining  that  in  which  the  key  of  the  mi  te  ia  to 

be  fouud. 

*) 

Spread  not  thy  labor  o'er  too  wide  a  field. 
Or  but  poor  and  scanty  will  be  the  yield. 


THE  AMERIC 
THE  INSPIRATION  OF  MOHAMMED. 

Thomas  C 'arlyle. 

This  deep-hearted  son  of  the  wilderness, 
with  his  beaming  black  eyes,  and  open,  social 
deep  soul,  had  other  thoughts  in  him  than 
ambition.  A  silent,  great  soul,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  cannot  but  be  in  earnest;  whom 
-v  nature  herself  has  appointed  to  be  sincere. 
While  others  walk  in  formulas  and  hearsays 
cq rit silted  enough  to  dwell  there,  this  man 
could  not  screen  nimself  in  formulas;  he  was 
alone  with  his  own  soul  and  the  reality  of 
things.  The  great  mystery  of  existence,  as  I 
have  said,  glared  in  upon  him,  with  its  splen- 
dors; no  hearsays  could  hide  that  unspeaka- 
ble fact.  "Here  am  1 1"  Such  sincerity,  as 
we  named  it,  has  in  every  truth  something 
divine. 

The  word  of  such  a  man  is  a  voice  direct 
from  nature's  own  heart.  Men  do  and  must 
listen  to  that  as  to  nothing  else — all  else  is 
wind  in  comparison  !  From  of  old,  a  thous- 
and thoughts,  in  his  piigrimings  and  wander- 
ings, had  been  in  this  man:  What  am  I? 
What  is  this  unfathomable  thing  I  live  in, 
which  men  name  universe?  What  is  life? 
What  is  death?  What  am  I  to  believe? 
What  am  I  to  do  ? 

It  is  the  thing  all  men  have  to  ask  them- 
selves; which  we  too  have  to  ask  and  answer. 
This  wild  man  felt  it  to  be  of  infinite  moment; 
all  other  things  of  no  moment  whatever  in 
comparison.  The  jargon  of  argumentative 
Greek  sects;  the  vague  tradition  of  Jews;  the 
stupid  routine  of  Arab  idolatry;  there  was  no 
answere  in  these ! 

A  hero,  as  I  repeat,  has  this  first  distinc- 
tion, which  indeed  we  may  call  first  and 
last;  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  his  whole 
heroism:  That  he  looks  through  the  shows 
of  things,  into  things.  Use  and  custom;  re- 
spectable hearsays;  "respectable  formulas; 
all  these,  which  must  correspond  with,  be 
the  image  of,  or  they  are  idolatries:  bits  of 
black  wood  pretending  to  be  gods;"  to  the 
earnest  soul  a  mockery  and  abomination ! 
Idolatries  never  so  gilded,  waited  on  by 
heads  of  the  Koreish,  will  do  nothing  for  this 
man  !  Though  all  men  walk  by  them,  what 
good  is  it?  The  great  reality  stands  glaring 
there  upon  him  !  He  there  has  to  answer  it, 
or  perish  miserably.  Now,  even  now,  or 
else  through  all  eternity  never  !  Answer  it; 
Thou  must  find  an  answer:  Ambition  ?  What 
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could  all  Arabia  do  for  this  man,  with  the 
crown  of  Greek  Heraclins,  of  Persian  Chos- 
roes  and  all  crowns  in  the  earth;  what  could 
they  all  do  for  him  ?  It  was  not  of  the 
earth  he  wanted  to  hear  tell  ;  it  was  of  the 
heaven  above  and  of  the  hell  beneath.  All 
crowns  and  sovereignties  whatsoever,  where 
would  they  all  be  in  a  few  brief  years  ?  To 
be  sheik  of  Mecca  or  of  Arabia,  and  hav  a  bit 
of  gilt  wood  put  into  your  hand, — will  that 
be  one's  salvation?  I  decidedly  think  not. 
We  will  leave  it  altogether,  this  impostor 
hypothesis,  as  not  credible;  not  very  tolera- 
ble even,  worthy  chiefiv  of  dismissal  by  us. 

*) 

GREETING  FROM  PROF.  R.  W.  HUME. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  A  mei  ican  Moslem: 

Believing  that  the  folks  here  callimr  them- 
selves  Christians  (and  lying  in  so  doing)  need 
very  considerable  improvement  by  way  of 
humanizing  them,  I  congratulate  you  in  call- 
ing in  the  aid  of  the  unquestionable  reformer, 
Mohammed  for  that  purpose.  It  is  true  I 
believe  the  age  of  all  faiths  is  passing  away 
and  the  era  of  fact  has  arrived,  but  I  feel 
assrued  that  a  perusal  of  the  teachings  of 
Mohammed  in  the  Koran  on  usury  (see  the 
3d  and  30th  chapters)  woul  l  benefit  our 
interest  -  devoured  world  ;  and  a  study  of 
what  he  says  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
women  would  mightily  benefit  us  and  teach 
as  that  they  ought  to  be  blessings  to  man, 
and  not  brute  beasts  to  be  lawlessly  trampled 
into  dust  under  their  feet.  The  bigoted  and 
senseless  ruffians  that  are  now  doing  that  in 
our  cities,  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  never 
learned  such  brutality  from  the  teachings  of 
either  Jesus  or  Mohammed.  The  mischievous 
persecution  that  is  now  doing  its  best  (here 
to  convert  young  women  into  devils  is  all 
their  own  work,  and  is  not  justified  by  the 
instructions  of  either  of  those  great  reformers. 
I  heartily  .wish  you  success.  The  religion 
taught  by  Mohammed  is  the  last  and  it  ought 
to  be  the  best.  I  should  like  to  peruse  a 
copy  of  your  paper  if  you  will  kindly  favor. 

I  remain,  dear  friend,  ypurs,  truly, 

Robekt  W.  Hume. 

*) 

The  first  call  to  prayer  in  Brooklyn  will  be 
given  at  Jackson  Hall,  515  Fulton  street, 
January  6,  at  7:15,  by  Mr.  Nabokoff.  The 
Second  Society  will  be  started  in  Brooklyn 
on  that  date. 
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[SLAM  A  aEUGION  OP  P$ACE. 

An>n:o,  (The  Comforter,)  Mohammed,  the 
Prophet,  of  the  men  of  any  time,  whs. a 
man  of  peft'ce;  of  love  to  man,  h  world's 
benefactor.  He  stave  the  world  a  message, 
;is  Curl  vie  says,  "Cast  up  from  the  bosom  of 
Nature,  to  kindlo  the  "whole  world."  And 
this  grout  scholar  further  saysj  "for  the 
Worlds  Milker  had  "ordered  it  so."  "The 
lies,"  he  says,  "whirl)  zeal  has  heaped 
an  mid  this  name,  are  disgraceful  to  our- 
selves only." 

Bill  'lies' have  lived  to  hinder  spiritual  pro- 
gress, as  truth,  also,  has  lived  to  ennoble  and 
emancipate^  A  belief  in  One  Only  Cod,  has 
l>een  awakened  in  us  through   the  gracious 

and  beneficent  teachings  of  the  Prophets. 

It  was  MohanuiM<l,  the  inspired,  who  lit 
the  fires  of  learning  anew,  ami  changed  the 
Beini-savage  from  an  idolatrous,  irresponsible 
to  an  accountable  human  being;  and  so  has 
this  light  continued  for  more  than  a  thousand 
years. 

•  It  was  Mohammed  alone  who  proclaimed 
there  is  NO  OOI)  J5UT  ONE  GOD.  And 
this  was,  and  is,  a  great  and  important  truth. 
Its  non-observance  has  blighted  the  earth  lor 
centuries.  Islam  teaches  men  to  save  them- 
selves'.    It  has  no  intercessors. 

Historv  has  a  kind  word  for  the  faithful 
Arab,  the  children  of  Hagar  and  Abraham. 
They,  too,  were  set  upon  by  the  hordes  of 
Trajan,  but  were  never  subdued  by  Koine, 
.  throwing  off  the  yoke  completely  when  the 
Comforter,  Mohammed,  come  among  them. 
It  was  the  Arab,  w  hile  Europe  was  in  a  state 
of  ignorahce,  who  invented  algebra  and 
arithmetical  figures,  and  discovered  the  first 
principles  of  chemistry  and  astronomy. 
But  the  barbarian  revolutions  of  Europe  and 
Asia  destroyed  their  Empire.  The  Arabians 
were  the  instructors  of  the  then  known 
world,  and  there  is  ample  evidence  of  this, 
as  also  of  their  unquestioned  benefit  to  man- 
kind, to  the  present  day. 

The  Saracens  and  the  Moors  were  masters 
of  Spain  for  Dearly  #00  years,  (712  to  1492) 
and  it  is  conceded  by  their  most  inveterate 
enemies  that  not  a  single  instance  of  cold- 
blooded cruelty  is  recorded  of  them  in  all 
that  period.  Their  fame  as  a  Mussulman's 
Empire  will  never  perish.  The  arts 
flourished  there,  the  manners  of  the  people 
were  perfect  ai.d  the  magnificence  of  their 


kings  was  all  that  the  imagination  could 
conceive  of  opulence,  splendor  and  comfort  ; 

and  this  at  a  time  when  the  whole  of  Europe 
was  plunged  in  intellectual  night. 

But  the  fate  of  this  generous  nation  was 
to  change  before  the  barbarous  power  of  the 
invader,  Gonzalvo,  and  but  a  remnant  of 
these  urbane  and  happy  people  were  per- 
mitted to  purchase,  with  gold,  permission  to 
flee  into  Africa.  Their  expulsion  from  Spain 
w  as  a  deplorable  loss  to  the  arts  and  to  agri- 
culture. Such  is  but  the  briefest  mention 
of  the  savagery  of  the  invader. 

Let  us  ask,  what  was  his  belief?  What 
was  the  dark  pall  that  clouded  his  reason 
and  put  him  oft  from  the  One  Only  Source 
of  Light  ?    Was  it  his  belief  in  many  Oods  ? 

These  examples  culled  from  the  history  of 
the  past  are  likewise  facts  of  the  present 
day.  The  noble  example  of  the  invaded 
Moslem  was  always  mightier  than  the  spears 
and  swords  of  t lie  merciless  invader.  To 
this  day,  the  believers  in  a  multitude  of 
gods  and  saviours  steadfastly  denied  the 
teachings  of  the  Comforter,  and  the  prophecy 
of  his  coming,  and  have  not  been  comforted. 

Look  where  you  will,  where  the  vicarious 
atonement  is  taught,  where  three  Gods,  in 
one  God,  and  not  One  God,  are  taught, 
and  you  will  find  the  nations  cut  off  from 
the  All-Beneficent  influence  of  the  One 
God,  you  will  lind  them  dependents  upon 
force,  burdened  with  the  cost  of  armies  and 
navies;  you  will  find  among  them  knaves, 
pretenders,  cowards,  cruel  invaders,  with  no 
respect  for  any  right,  for  any  cause,  any 
people  that  they  can  trample  upon  and 
crush  without  accountability;  professing 
Jesus,  (erroneously,)  a  name  which  signifies 
without  evil,  and  posing  before  God  as 
honest,  philanthropic,  men. 

There  is  no/iod  but  One  God. 

With  this  well  understood,  no  man  will  do 
violence  in  thought  or  deed  to  any  living 
creature.  In  teaching  this  practical  lesson, 
remember,  "thou  art  fashioning  the  love  of 
millions  who  will  call  you  blest." 

Jt  has  been  said,  "I  will  keep  some  of  the 
tribes  of  men  in  darkness  till  the  last  days, 
for  man  in  his  conceit  shall  be  confounded." 
Is  this  the  fate  of  the  believer  in  a  multitude 
of  Gods,  and  Saviours  intermediate  ? 

The  tastes  of  youth  are  stimulated  in  our 
military  schools  with  a  passion  for  war,  and 
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this  is  common  to  the  whole  history  of 
Christianity.  Military  metaphors  abound  in 
the  Bible  and  the  religious  literature  of  every 
period.  We  have  the  "Christian  Soldier," 
the  "Army  of  the  Lord,"  and  the  "God  of 
Battles."  The  old  and  the  new  Testament 
are  filled  with  military  images.  In  the  old 
there  is  not  the  remotest  allusion  to  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul,  not  a  single  hopeful 
gleam  of  a  future  life,  amid  the  dismal  story 
of  sacrifice  of  animals  and  the  shedding  of 
human  blood. 

In  Spain  and  Italy  alone  there  were  put  to 
death  by  the  wars  to  establish  Christianity, 
upward  of  seven  million  people.  The  in- 
quisition in  many  parts  of  Europe  staggers 
belief.  "The  fighting  parson"  is  a  sample 
incident  of  modern  transmission. 

But  the  benignant  light  of  Islam,  so  long  re- 
tarded,  and  which  should  have  ere  this  en- 
compassed the  whole  earth,  is  now  spread- 
ing like  th«  sunbeam  of  the  morning,  to 
bless,  ennoble  and  illuminate  the  whole 
human  race.  The  armament  of  the  world 
and  the  forces  of  land  and  sea  will  disappear 
before  it.  They  cannot  remain.  They  are 
a  standing  contradiction  to  the  teachings  of 
Jesus.  They  are  the  bloody  sentiments  of 
the  "dark  ages"  and  are  already  an  impotent 
pretense  that  Islam  will  sweep  away. 
Speed  the  day  of  deliverance  from  darkness 
and  bloodshed. 

What  man,  or  woman,  sleeps  the  sounder 
because  we  have  war  ships  at  sea  or  forts  in 
the  harbor?  What  one  of  you  cares,  for  a 
moment,  whether  our  sentries  at  the  out- 
posts sleep  or  wake  ?  Not  a  particle. 
What  a  disgraceful  exhibition  of  bravado 
and  hypocrisy  this  all  is  !  What  a  frightful 
waste  of  life  and  substance  !  What  a  deg- 
radation to  mankind  that  we  thus  live  from 
year  to  year  in  fear  of  each  other  !  What 
an  admission  of  abject  cowardice  and 
slavish  dread  !  What  a  contemptible  pan- 
dering to  a  blighting  superstition  !  Not  only 
will  Islam  dissolve  all  this,  but  its  beams 
will  penetrate  the  gloom  of  our  penal  system 
liberating  the  captive  not  alone  from  the 
bars  that  circumscribe  his  physical  liberty 
but  from  the  bonds  that  enslave  his  soul. 

Let  us  establish  hope,  confidence,  respect, 
in  our  own  bosoms,  banish  fear  from  our 
hearts,  and  love  will  soon  enter  and  nestle 
like   the   bird   upon  the  bough.    Let  each 


human  soul  rise  to  a  conception  of  the  One 
Only  God,  and  he  will  attain  that  sublime 
composure  which  is  all-powerful.  •  Then  no 
human  being  will  fear  another.  The  beauti- 
ful salutation  of  the  Moslem  will  always  be 
in  his  heart,  "Peace  be  with  you  !" 

Islam  never  taught  bloodshed.  It  was 
never  the  religion  of  the  .  sword.  It  is  the 
emancipator,  the  only  emancipator  from 
the  vices  that  are  so  prevalent  in  the 
Western  World,  drunkennness,  and  debauch- 
ery of  every  degree. 

Let  us  show  our  hands.  Whose  hands 
are  red  with  the  blood  of  their  fellow-men  ? 

What  a  sad  contradiction.  All  over  the 
United  States  the  political  structure  rests 
on  the  bayonet.  WThat  is  the  religion  of  this 
country  ?  Is  it  the  religion  of  Islam  ?  All 
over  the  Empire  of  Russia  the  sword  is  in 
hand.  What  is  the  religion  of  Russia  ?  Is 
it  Islam  ?  France,  Italy.  Spain,  Germany, 
Norway,  Sweden,  England  ?  Islam,  are 
they  ?  With  millions  of  men  and  money  to 
fly  at  each  other's  throats,  all  blinded  by  the 
savage  sentiment  of  war,  all  real  cowards  in 
fear  of  each  other. 

The  Spaniards  are  this  day  invading  the 
homes  of  the  peaceful  Riftians  and  seeking 
their  extermination  without  a  scintilla  of 
justice  in  their  cause.  The  English  Charter- 
ed Company  is  crushing  the  poor  denizens 
of  Maitebeland  to  the  wall  with  powder  and 
ball.  The  story  is  the  same  that  followed 
the  extermination  of  the  noble  red  man  from 
these  shores.  There  should  be  a  protest 
from  every  living  being  against  these 
impudent  invasions.  Scorned  should  be  the 
nation  guilty  of  such  crimes  !  But  such  will 
be  the  bent  of  peoples  and  nations  so  long  as 
the  true  and  only  God  is  out  of  their  hearts. 
There  is  no  God  but  One  God.  Acknowledge 
and  serve  the  Only  true  God,  and  no  inter- 
mediates, then  war  will  be  no  more.  Then 
we  can  truly  say  Peace  will  be  with  you  ! 

It  is  a  glorious  privilege  to  be  a  human 
being. 

It  is  a  great  favor  to  be  a  Mussulman,  (a 
follower  of  God.) 

It  should  be  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  a 
good  one. 

Islam  has  a  glorious  past.  It  has  shed  its 
light  all  over  the  world.  The  Faithful  hav 
faltered  not,  and  a  glorious  victory  awaits 
them,  a  future  so  bright  that  the  eve  would 
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dazzle  with  its  splendor.  We  may  now 
abide  in  its  soft  rays  and  already  see  the 
dawning  in  the  West.  Oh,  yon  Faithful,  a 
glorious  privilege  is  yours.  I'e  quickened 
in  ov<  ry  thought.  Improve  the  Hooting 
momenta  as  the  most  precious  of  your  lives. 
You  hav  the  whole  world  to  redeem.  Let 
each  one  do  his  part  with  all  his  might. 
Send  forth  the  Sweet  Spirit  of  Islam  from 
every  pure  fountain  within  you  in  unison 
and  the  sunbeam  of  truth  will  some  where 
(ouch  the  savage  heart. 

You  have  the  forces  of  land  and  sea  to 
subdue.    Let  your  light  shine  before  men  I 

The  truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail. 

John  A.  Lant. 
|  Head  before  the  First  Society,  Dee.  10, 1893.] 

*) 

MY  NEIGHBORS. 

Mr.  M.  D.  Raymond,  the  able  and  fearless 
editor  of  the  Tarrytown  Argus,  was  kind 
(  nough  a  few  weeks  ago  to  print  several 
columns  about  the  proceedings  at  the  first 
Meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Study  of 
Islam,  held  at  Union  Square  Hall,  New  York, 
in  which  the  name  of  the* editor  of  this  paper 
appeared.  He  was  also  kind  enough  last  week 
to  print  a  letter  from  us.  Following  will 
1  8  found  our  letter,  and  the  learned  reply 
r.f  the  editor  of  The  Argus.  It  will  be 
>•  en  that  the  editors  of  Tarrytown,  are  as 
much  at  home  in  the  discussion  of  religion 
ms  they  are  on  political  themes,  and  as  such 
we  will  introduce  them  to  the  wise  men  of 
the  East.  But  first  to  the  letter  to  the  editor 
of  The  Argus  and  his  reply  : 

Esteemed  Sir: — The  press  of  New  York 
fin  I  Tarrytown  last  week  must  hav  been  re- 
i  >iced  over  the  return  of  one  sinner  to  re- 
•  entanCe,  if  I  may  imagine  one  of  your 
i  --idents  was  the  subject  of  the  rejoicing.  I 
hope  any  interest  in  me  personally  by  my 
fellow  residents  may  take  that  direction.  If 
no\  that,  may  I  hope  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
may  be  the  cause  of  commendation. 

The  great  oceans  of  belief  and  unbelief  are 
pr  CticaUy  ruleless  and  motionless.  Millions 
live  in  stolid  rebellion  against  every  religious 
pr<  mpting;  Sect  stands  apart  from  sect  (and 
by  sect  1  mean  the  great  religious  divisions  of 
tie  earth  are  practically  unknown  to.  each 
other.)  while  each  religion  itself  abounds  in 
truth  and  the  highest  inspiration. 


Yet  it  has  not  occured  to  manv  thai  a 
unity  of  faiths  and  a  harmony  in  religions  is 
possible.    Each  is  all  in  all  and  all-sufflcien1 

to  its  own;  but  there  ;iro  some  things  to  re- 
concile,  wime  to  forget  and  some  to  unlearn 
When  the  prophets  spake,  they  spake  for  all 

the  world;  and  it  is  for  all  the  world  to  listen. 
"And  i  will  shake  all  the  nations,  and  tin- 
desire  of  all  nations  shall  come;  and  I  will 
(ill  this  house  with  glory,"  says  the  prophet 

Ilaggai.  "When  the  assistance  of  God  shall 
come,  and  the  victory;  and  thou  shalt  see 
the  people  enter  into  the  religion  of  God  by 
troops,"  says  the  Koran:  and  again,  Ilaggai, 
2,  22:  "And  I  will  overthrow  the  throne  of 
Kingdoms,  and  f  will  destroy  the  strength  of 
the  Kingdom  of  the  heathen;  and  I  will  over- 
throw chariots  and  those  that  ride  in  them, 
and  the  horses  and  their  riders  shall  come 
down." 

Such  might  betoken  a  religion  of  peace  for 
the  whole  world;  and  unless  men  set  about 
to  get  acquainted  with  each  other  and  the 
words  of  the  prophets,  the  sea  of  faith  will 
remain  tideless,  motionless,  dead. 

Very  respectfully,  John  A.  Lant. 


"Brother  Mohammed  Lint  indites  the 
editor  of  the  Argus  a  screed,  which,  we  take 
it,  is  intended  to  outline  his  new  found  reli- 
gious faith,  or  perhaps  we  should  say  newly 
declared  religious  theses.  And  for  a  disciple 
of  Mohammedanism  of  the  Uaming  crescent 
and  cruel  scimitar  it  sounds  very  soft  and 
pretty.  And  we  are  indeed  very  pleased  to 
hav  Mohammed  Lant  refer  with  such  manifest 
approbation  to  the  inspired  writings  of  the 
prophet  Haggai,  and  to  hav  him  quote  with 
such  happy  facility,  his  prophesies  of  the 
overthrow  of  all  forms  of  error  and  irreligion, 
which  manifestly  must  include  the  false 
Prophet  Mohamet.  And  it  is  interesting  to 
note  how  cunningly  the  impious  author  of  the 
Koran  copied  from  the  Bible  Prophets  some 
of  their  grand  inspirations,  as  did  the  later 
False  Prophet,  Joe  Smith,  the  founder  of  the 
Mormon  abomination.  So  cunning  indeed  is 
his  Satanic  majesty  that  a  very  saint  he 
would  appear  to  be  so  as  if  posible  to  deceive 
the  very  elect.  It  is  a  well  accepted  maxim 
that  "the  nearer  the  truth  the  more  dangerous 
the  falsehood,"  and  it  is  that  way  that  evil 
always  attempts  to  hide  its  hideous  deformity. 
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Yes,  there  will  be  "a  religion  of  peace  for  the 
whole  world,"  when,  in  the  prophetic  words 
of  Haggai,  "the  strength  of  the  Kingdom  of 
the  heathen,"  and  of  ail  false  religions,  shall 
be  overthrown.  In  the  meantime  we  recom- 
mend to  Mohammed  Lant  the  father  study  of 
Haggai,  that  noble  Prophet  of  God." 

*) 

Editor  Wm.  H.  H.  Ely,  of  the  Tarry  town 
Press-  Record  is  an  honor  to  his  church  and 
the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He 
never  strayed  very  far  from  his  early  christian 
teachings.  He  was  never  lost  and  never  will 
be.  He  prints  the  statement,  "there  has 
been  too  much  religion  and  too  little  Christi- 
anity in  the  churches;  the  simple  Gospel  of 
Christ  contains  no  tests  not  within  the  reach 
of  all.  The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  pro- 
duces little  effect,  because  the  practice  is  so 
widely  opposed  to  preaching.  We  want 
more  Christianity  and  more  religion,  less 
Pharisaical  talk  about  loving  the  Lord,  and 
more  evidences  of  it  shown  by  loving  our 
fellow  men.  Less  cant  about  loving  to  take 
up  our  crosses  and  more  real  crosses  borne." 
"The  people  who  can  pay  'spot  cash'  for 
seats  are  the  most  welcome.  Those  who 
can't  pay  'spot  cash'  are  made  to  feel  this." 

This  has  been  said  before.  It  is  as  a  voice 
out  of  the  da*  kness.  Those  to  whom  it  is 
spoken  never  dream  it  is  intended  for  them; 
and  many  who  thus  religionize,  never  think 
it  would  apply  to  themselves. 

There  are  no  "spot  cash"  seats  in  Islam. 
All  men  are  one  before  God.  Why  should 
wealth  be  ignored  or  shunned?  The  Koran 
says,  "God  loveth  the  clean."  It  rebukes, 
mildly,  the  "spot  cash"  sentiment.  Of  this 
it  says:  "The  man  who  is  wealthy  thou  re- 
ceivest  respect  iully.  whereas  it  is  not  to  be 
charged  on  thee  that  he  is  to  be  cleaned;  but 
him  who  cometh  unto  thee  earnestly  seeking 
his  salvation,  and  who  feareth  God,  dost 
thou  neglect.  By  no  means  should  thou  act 
thus." 

With  our  best  compliments  to  the  good 
editors  of  Tarrytown,  we  close  the  book. 

*) 

"And  the  prince  then  caused  wood  and 
stone  to  be  laid  in  the  form  of  a  crescent, 
and  its  size  was  sufficient  for  seats  for  one 
hundred  people.  .  .  So  the  holy  councils  were 
formed  in  crescent,  so  that  the  throne  of 
God  laid  betwixt  the  horns." — Oahspe. 


Salute  from  Joseph  M.  Wade. — "When 
you  find  no  opposition  to  what  you  do,  you 
will  know  that  you  are  doing  no  good.  A 
good  Moslem  and  a  good  Christian  are  one. 
Bad  Christians  will  fight  good  Moslems. 
Good  luck  to  American  Moslem.  Remember 
Lot's  wife.  Faith  means  but  a  single 
thought — and  that  success."  Mr.  Wade  is 
the  editor  of  Fibre  and  Fabric,  Boston,  Mass., 
an  authority  on  warp,  woof  and  figure  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  weaver's  art.  He  is  also 
a  philosopher  and  comforter,  and  profound 
student  of  nature's  laws,  revealing  from 
month  to  month  through  his  beautiful  maga- 
zine, Occultism.  He  is  one  of  the  world's 
busy,  happy,  workers,  and  is,  consequently, 
himself,  a  success. 

•) 

Don't  make  a  mistake:  Islam  is  not  re- 
corded as  a  "heathen"  religion.  There  is  no 
idolatry  in  Islam.  You  must  look  nearer 
home  for  the  heathen  practice. 

*) 

(Written  for  the.  Anieric.m  Moslem.! 

The  principles  of  the  Faith  of  Islam  as  ex- 
plained to  our  audiences  consist  in  :  "There 
is  no  Gcd  but  One  God  and  Mohammed  is 
the  Prophet  of  God,  belief  in  angels,  personal 
responsibility  for  sin,  resurrection,  reward 
and  punishment  in  future  life."    These  are 
the  only  principles  necessary  to  acknowledge 
by  any  man  or  woman  desiring  to  embrace 
the  faith  of  Islam.    Besides  these  fundamen- 
tal principles  there  are  a  number  of  ordinances 
by  the  Prophet  which  it  is  expected  the  Faith- 
ful will  observe,  such  as:  abstaining  from 
gambling,    profanity,   intoxicating  drinks; 
leading  sober,  moral  and  irreproachable  lives, 
giving  alms,  etc.    These  ordinances  will  be 
found  in  the  Koran.    The  Religion  of  Islam 
is  not  a  new  religion.    It  is  the  same  as 
preached  by  Abraham  and  Moses  and  others 
in  ancient  times,  the  same  as  taught  by  Jesus, 
only  free  from  dogmas,  forms  and  ceremonies, 
which  have  been  added  by  rabbis  and  the 
priesthood.    The  Religion  of  Islam  is  man's 
natural  Religion.    It  brings  him  in  direct  in- 
tercourse with  his  Creator,  with  no  interme- 
dnites  between  him  and  God  whatever.  It 
holds  him  responsible  for  his   bad  deed-, 
and  credits  him  with  his  good   deeds.  It 
leaves  him  free  to  be  good  or  bad  in  this  lite, 
but  warns  him  that  the  reckoning  will  come 
hereafter.  Emin  L.  Nabokoff. 
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(Written  fur  'In-  Ammrftn  Mruiaiu.) 

THERE  IS  NO  DKATIl. 

There  is  no  death; 
Mich  atom*  preguhnt  with  ethereal  llro. 
In  new  relations  wakes  a  now  desire. 
In  combination  fuses,  nil  alert,  9 
Or  yet,  icpellant,  lies  alive,  inert. 
Thought  polarized  is  consciousness  of  matter, 
And  consciousness  embraces  all  the  latter. 
Arrange  men:  only  makes  t  he  Thou  ami  Thee 
The  living  man.  alike  the  living  tree, 
l'laee  end  to  end  the  atoms  and  they  thrive, 
Producing  the  clii.vt  we  call  "alive:" 
Placed  side  by  side,  by  new  sensations  led, 

once  the  changed  condition, 


We  name; 

'■dead. 


al 


Charles  Henry  IIaynes. 

> 

*) 

(Written  'or  Mil'  Aliicplcin  Mo-'lotu.J 

THE  LOOM  OF  FATE. 

All  day  we  tend  the  bus)'  loom 
That  weaves  the  texture  of  our  doom. 
Wheels  wilhin  wheels,  at  rapid  rate 
Huns  oil'  the  fabric  of  our  fate. 
Our  task  enjoined  from  sun  to  sun; 
The  more  we  do,  the  less  seems  done. 

And  miny  a  tatigled  web  we  weave, 
With  warp  and  woof  of  make-betieve; 
A  dull,  groy  ground  of  sober  truth, 
.    With  figures  of  the  dreams  of  youth; 
And  all  fast  colors,  till  we  try 
To  wash  it  in  the  by-and-by. 

Charles  Henuy  Haynes. 


*) 

nations  only 


Would  nations  only  cast  away  those  evil 
laws  oi  kingly  device,  by  which  a  man  can- 
not live,  and  come  under  the  good  laws  p'*e- 
sented  to  them  by  God,  by  which  a  man  can 
live,  then  instantly  would  spring  up  that 
period  divinely  foretold,  when  the  sword  be 
beat  into  a  plough-share,  and  spear  into  a 
pruning  hook.  Let  us  trust  the  time  is  now 
come,  of  which  it  is  said,  "when  God  shall 
arise,  a  nation  shall  be  born  in  a  day." — 
Morrywcather. 


China  is  one 
in  the  world, 
twenty  years 
tractcd  loans. 


of  the  most  pacific  powers 
It  had  no  public  debt  until 
igo,  but  since  then  it  has  con- 
not  of  large  amtunt  in  Europe. 


Missionary  Kntkki'kise.    A   new  field  of 
missionary  labor,  and  one  of  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  cultivated  in  tin;  interest  of  truth,  is 
our  own  America.    The  Orientals  \  isiting  the 
World's  Exposition,  coming  in  contact  with 
Western  wickedness  and  unbelief,  seem  to 
have  determined  to  al  tempt  a  reformat  ion, 
by  teaching  us  what  they  conceive  their  bet- 
ter   religion.    Two    IJrahmans,    Jinda  Rflim 
and  Sddhu  Uam,  who,  besides  their  native 
tongue,  with  a  knowledge  of  Sanscrit  and 
Persian,  have  a  line  English  education,  re- 
main in  this  city  and  are  instructing  us  that 
the  Brahmans,  the  Christian  missionaries  to 
the  contrary,  are  in  no  sense  idol  worshipers. 
Of  the  great  antiquity  of    the  Brahmans 
there  can  be  no  question.    The  sect  is  easily 
traced  back  to  1500  years  before  our  era. 
It  is  believed  by  many  scholars  that  they  arc 
a  succession  of  Zoroastrianism,  who  were 
carried  by  waves  of  imigration  from  the  great 
hive  of  Aryans  in  Central  Asia,  southward 
in  Ilindoostan.  It  esteems  all  life  divine.  It 
is  this  better  faith  which  has  been  revived  in 
its  ancient  home,  which  these  apostles  of  t  he 
older  thought  are  now  desirous  of  engrafting 
on  our  now  civilization.    We  own  to  sympa- 
thy for  this  movement,  for  its  tendency  is  to 
demolish  the  wall  of  intolerance,  bigotry  and 
egotism  and  bring  all  the  world  into  univer- 
sal «'harmony  and  nearer  relation  to  the  age 
in  which  we  live. — Prog.  Thinker,  Chicago. 

UN10N-SQ.-HALL,  (Union-sq.,  near  14th  st.) 

 FIRST  SOCIETY  FOU  THE  STUDY  OF  

I  S  L  A  M, 

Meets  Sunday  Mornings,  at  10:30,  Seats  free, 

At  No.  8  Ukio:»-S<iu.»re,  Now  Yordc  City,  in  Union  Square  Hall. 

ISLAM— Resignation  to  the  Divine  will,  devoted  to  the  will  of  Ood, 
to  be  safe,  f  ieo. 

MOSQ'TE — To  bend,  bow,  adore.    A  Mohammedan  temple  or  place  of 
worship.    MOSLEM — A  Mussulmm;  an  ortholox  Mohammedan; 
one  of  the  Fjithful;  a  follower  of  the  True  Faith. 
OwK  God:  See  Deut  vi  4.  PrOPHbT  Mohammed:  See  Dent,  xviii  18. 
MOHAMM  ICD — The  words  this  man  spoke  lias  been  tho  lif ■•  guidance 
now  of  a  hundred-and-eighty-mdlions  of  men  those  twelve  hundred 
years;  and  these  bun  lred-a&d-eighty  millions  wore  made  by  Oo.l  as 
well  as  we.    A  gro;  te.'  number  of  God's  creatures  believe  in  .Mo- 
hammed's at  this  hour  than  in  any  other  worl  whatever  — Carlyle. 
IT  really  seems  to  ine  that  if  men  cultivated  something  like  tnw  char- 
ity they  would  have  a  different  view  of  other  religions  than  they 
now  hold,  and  that  they  would  endeavor  to  learn  about  them  from 
their  original  sources  instead  of  from  the  prejudiced  second-hand 
reports  of  tho  opponents  of  these  religions.—  G.  W.  Leitner,  LL.D. 
AS  we  have  sent  unto  you  an  Apostle  from  among  you,  to  rehearse 
our  signs  unto  you,  and  to  purify  you,  and  to  teach  you  the  Book 
of  the  Koran,  and  Wis  lorn,  an  1  to  teach  you  that  which  ye  knew 
not:  therefore  remember  Me  and  I  will  remember  you,  and  give 
thanks  unto  Me,  and  be  not  unbelievers.— Koran. 
THE KORAV  is  universally  allowed  to  be  written  with  the  utmost 
elegance  and  puritv  of  language.    It  is  confessedly  the  stun  lata  oi 
the  Arabian  tongue  .  .  It  is  inimitable  by  bam  in  pen.    I  com  lut  re- 
duction 115-  Am.  Publisher  of  Sale's  translation  'lus  Kobas. 


(*   WHEN  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  GOD  SHALL  COME  AND  THE  VICTORY  ;  *  ) 
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An  officer  of  the  police  came  to  the  hall  of 
The  First  Society,  on  Feb.  11,  and  demanded  a 
permit  from  the  authorities  for  making  the 
Call  to  Prayer  from  the  window.    He  was 
informed  that  no  permit  had  ever  been  asked 
for  given  or  refused.    He  said  it  was  attract- 
ing a  crowd  in  the  street,  and  to  "notify  that 
man  to  show  a  permit  or  stop."    The  officer 
could  not  gain  access  to  the  room  where  the 
call  was  being  given,  and  demanded  that  the 
man  be  notified  to  stop.    By  this  time  the 
call  had  been  made,  and  the  Faithful  invited 
to  prayer.    The  officer  demanded  that  a 
permit  must  be  secured  for  next  Sunday.  A 
committee  of  four  on  Monday  called  on  the 
Superintendent  of  Police,  and  after  courteous 
discussion  they  were  informed  that  the  call 
could  be  made  without  interruption. 

Kt/:  *) 

Woman  Suffrage. — Woman  now  hav  full 
suffrage,  can  vote  for  all  elective  offices  in 
Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Zeland,  Iceland, 
Isle  of  Man,  Jersey  (British  Island,)  and  Pit- 
cairn  Island,  total  population,  1,287,200. 
Women  hav  partial  suffrage  in  England, 
Scotland,  Wales,  Ireland,  Canada,  Sweden, 
Kansas  and  Australia. 

Verily  Christ  Jesus  the  Son  of  Mary  is  the 
apostle  of  God,  and  his  Word,  which  he  con- 
veyed unto  Mary,  and  a  spirit  proceeding 
from  him. — Koran. 


For  several  weeks  past  persons  said  to  be 
Armenian  Christians,  and  two  Missionaries, 
have  been  at  our  meetings  seeking  contro- 
versy, and  have  been  holding  forth  as  dispu- 
tants to  all  who  would  remain  at  the  close, 
having  hired  the  hall  for  that  purpose.  We 
understand  Sunday,  Feb  18,  this  unwarranted 
intrusion  will  cease  at  this  hall. 

*) 

Brief  extracts  will  be  found  in  this  paper 
from  time  to  time  selected  from  a  five  hundred 
page  work,  "A  Poem  for  the  Times."  The 
distinguished  author  of  this  Satire,  we  are 
assured,  will  expect  no  other  credit  from  us. 
Should  the  eager  public,  which  has  already 
devoured  one  edition  of  this  work,  want  it 
complete,  one  dollar  sent  to  the  Excelsior 
Publishing  House,  29  Beekman  street,  N.  Y., 
or  this  office,  will  get  it  by  return. 

*) 

Do  right  as  reason  gives  you  that  to  see, 

And  trouble  not  about  consistency; 

Be  not  in  folly  or  wrong  persistent, 

For  fear  men  may  call  thee  inconsistent, 

But  own  without  shame  that  yesterday 

You  knew  not  that  which  you  know  today. 

Be  earnest  ever  in  seeking  light 

By  which  to  learn  what  is  just  and  right, 

Be  not  the  echo  of  another  man, 

But  be  yourself — and  the  best  you  can. 

*) 

UNION -SQ. -HALL,  (Union -sq.,  near  14th  st.) 

 FIRST  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  STUDY  OF  

ISLAM, 

At  No.  8  Uhiok-S<»uar«,  New  York  City,  in  Union  Square  Hall. 

Meets  Sunday  Mornings,  at  10:30.  Seats  free. 

Subject  for  February  18,  "The  Beneficent 
and  Civilizing  Influence  of  Islam,"  by  Prof. 
Theodore  F.  Price.  Short  addresses  by  others. 

Mr.  Price  will  answer  calls  to  speak  during 
the  week  or  Sunday  afternoons  or  evenings. 
Address  No.  320  E.  14th  st.,  New  York  City. 
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IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD: 

To  God  belongeth 
■Whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on  garth, 
And  to  (iod  shall  all  tilings  return. 
Ye  are  the  best  nation 
That  hath  been  raised  up  unto  mankind: 
Ye  command  that  which  is  just 
And  forbid  that  which  is  unjust, 
And  ye  believe  in  God. 

,) 

Received. — We  have  received  The  Banner 
of  Islam  for  August,  edited  by  Hamid  Snow, 
founder  of  the  Church  of  Islam,  Byculla, 
Bombay,  India.  This  journal  is  the  organ  of 
the  English-Eurasian  Moslems  in  India.  It 
teaches  pure  and  unadulterated  Islam,  a 
spiritual  and  civilized  faith.  Contributions 
or  subscriptions  for  it  can  be  forwarded 
through  this  office.  It  contains  proofs  that 
Islam  is  Primitive  Christianity,  and  the 
Arabian  prophet  the  true  successor  of  Christ; 
that  modern  Christianity  is  borrowed  from 
Paganism.    We  quote  as  follows: 

Ahmed  was  the  direct  successor  of  Baheira 
the  last  Bishop  of  Najran  and  as  the  Founder 
of  a  new  Dispensation  wras  both  Prophet  of 
the  Most  High  and  the  greatest  Saint  of 
Christian  annals.  He  was  also  Prince  of  Me- 
dina in  wliom  was  accomplished  the  promise 
of  God  to  Ishmael  that  of  him  "would  twelve 
kingdoms  arise."  He  was  the  voice  of  one 
crying  in  the  wilderness." — On  whom  was 
the  spirit  of  Elijah  and  who  in  his  "Mehraj" 
held  an  interview  with  the  Almighty  and 
spoke  with  Moses  and  Jesus  at  the  Trans- 
figuration. He  instituted  Nawaz.  Zakat, 
Roza,  and  Haj  as  a  supplement  to  Circumci- 
sion, Baptism  and  the  Eucharist  or  type  of 
universal  brotherhood  and  Hospitality,  and 
confirmed  the  Law  of  Moses,  the  ten  com- 
mandments and  the  prohibition  of  forbidden 
food,  &c.  He  always  spoke  reverentially  of 
Jesus  and  Mary,  and  no  one  had  a  keener 
perception  than  him  that  with  the  necessities 
of  this  world  of  progress,  with  its  ever  chang- 
ing social  and  moral  phenomena,  of  the  likeli- 
hood, that  the  revelations  vouchsafed  to  him 


at  the  time  may  not  forever  meet  all  posifofo 
contingencies  in  the  future.  He  looked  to  the 
spirit  and  not  the  letter.  There  »  tradi- 
tion that  once,  in  appointing  Muas  at  gov- 
ernor of  Yemen,  he  asked  him  by  whs  I  rule 
he  would  be  guided  in  the  administration  of 
his  province  and  ho  answered,  *'by  the  Law 
of  the  Koran  and  vour  Highness'  difOOtiog.,f 
"But  if  that  fails?"  the  reply  was.  -'I  will 
use  my  discretion."  This  answer  pleased 
Ahmed  and  he  recommended  it  to  all  tin  «{el- 
egates  as  the  only  course  in  minor  poinis  of 
contentions  as  regards  social  problem-.  <feci 
He  was  fully  conscious  of  the  exigencies  of 
his  own  times  and  the  requirements  of  the 
people  around  him  and  with  his  keen  insight 
and  breadth  of  mind  perceived  and  foivi  old 
that  a  time  would  come  when  accidental  and 
temporary  regulations,  would  have  to  be 
difl'erentiated.  No  faith  was  more  perfect  or 
purer  than  his  and  in  conformity  with  the 
progressive  demands  of  humanity.  When 
the  Hejiran  era  comes  to  the  19th  century 
we  will  see  civilized  and  primitive  Islam  a 
spiritualized  faith. 

The  ancient  Magians  alleged  that  the  Sun 
was  born  on  the  25th  December,  when  reach- 
ing the  lowest  point  in  the  heavens  it  begin 
to  ascend  and  commence  the  work  of  saving 
the  world  from  the  metaphorical  devils,  "the 
evils  of  cold,  cloud,  storm  and  darkness." 
Herod,  the  tyrant,  who  seeks  to  destroy  the 
infant  is  but  the  storm  and  cold  of  winter 
contending  to  put  out  the  sun.  The  12  dis- 
ciples are  the  12  signs  of  the  zodiac  presiding 
over  the  12  months  of  the  year.  The 
wonderful  miracles  are  the  natural  courses  of 
the  seasons,  and  the  llesurrection  is  but  the 
figurative  rivival  of  the  dead  earth  in  Spring. 
Those  possessed  by  devils  are  the  frozen 
rivers  of  winter  which  released  by  the  action 
of  the  sun,  run  down  hill  like  the  herd  of 
swine  into  the  sea,  when  the  fountains  are 
opened  and  all  are  invited  to  come  and  drink 
freely.  The  "palsy  cured  by  the  touch"  is 
the  warming  and  refreshing  by  the  Sun's  rays. 
The  "devils  cast  out,"  are  the  dead  trees  and 
grass  rejuvenated  and  thus  clothed  and  in 
their  right  mind.  The  miracle  of  the  "loaves 
and  fishes,"  is  an  illustration  of  the  repro- 
ductive power  of  nature  and  the  fecundity  of 
created  things.  The  "remaining  baskets" 
are  the  seed  for  next  year.  The  "cursings  of 
the  fig  tree"  is  the  drought  of  Summer. 

Hamid  Snow,  F.  T.  S. 
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A  STUDENT  OF  ISLAM  REPLIES  TO  THE 
RANTERS. 

(Written  'or  ihe  American  Moslem.) 

Iii  regard  to  the  ranting  against  Moham- 
medanism, and  especially  against  "slavery  of 
Mohammedan  women,"    I  respectfully  ask 
you  to  print  the  following  facts:    There  or- 
iginally existed  conditions  which  taken  as  a 
whole,  were  far  more  favorable  to  women 
than  the  common  laws  of  any  Christian 
country.    Women  of  the  Moslem  faith  were 
as  highly  educated  and  moved  abroad  as 
freely  as  men,  mingling  unveiled  in  their 
company  and  actively  participating  in  public 
affairs.    These  were  the  centuries  when  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  rule  of  Mohammed 
made  the  name  of  Syrian  glorious,  and  when 
all  Europe  sought  education  in  Mohammedan 
universities.    It  was  during  those  centuries 
that  the  Turk  advanced  from  Western  Asia 
into  Europe,  and  stopped  only  at  the  eve  of  a 
conquest    of    Austria.    Overwhelmed  by 
Russian  superior  wealth  and  numbers  after 
forty  years  of  continual  defense  thousands  of 
Circassians   voluntarily   chose  axpatriation 
rather  than  abide  in  their  native  land  under 
the  yoke  of  the  Christian  conqueror,  and 
deserted  enmasse  the  best  part  of  the  country 
to  take  refuge  in  Mohammedan  Turkey.  Far 
from  dreading  their  sale,  the  girls  of  Circas- 
sians look  forward  to  it  as  the  great  oppor- 
tunity of  their  lives.    The  common  depend- 
ence of  all  the  inmates  of  a  harem  upon  the 
favor  of  a  lord,  who  may  at  any  time  elevate 
the  slave  to  the  position  of  a  lady,  fosters  a 
spirit  of  equality,  of  pure  practical  democracy 
when  we  consider  that  all  the  children  of 
slaves  are  acknowledged  as  the  legitimate 
children  of  their  father,  we  must  confess,  in 
justice  to  the  Mohammedan,  that  theirs'  is  a 
condition  in  which  the  evils  of  slaveiy  to  the 
slave  are  reduced  to  a  minimum.  E.  Margulies. 

Dr.  G.  L.  Ditson  in  his  Tour  of  the  Caucas- 
us, 1850,  in  support  of  this  says:  "The  fact 
is,  this  bondage,  and  with  which  we  associate 
all  that  is  abject,  degrading  and  heart  rend- 
ing, in  reality  is  divested  of  such  features, 
and  is  in  truth  the  fairest  vision  which  floats 
before  the  imagination  of  these  youth.  The 
parents  look  forward  to  the  time  when  their 
children  shall  be  purchased  and  settled  in 
Constantinople,  with  precisely  the  same  feel- 
ings, hopes  and  anticipations,  as  the  New 
England  farmer  and  his  family  look  on  the 


promising  son,  who  goes  to  some  great  capitol 
to  become  a  merchant  and  rich  man.  The 
Caucasians  and  the  Americans  have  the 
same  reasons  for  releasing  their  children; 
who,  though  springing  from  indifferent 
sources  in  the  country,  make  for  themselves 
wealth  and  name  in  the  cities;  the  sons  of  the 
farmer,  at  various  times,  having  been  raised 
to  the  highest  posts  in  the  Ottoman  empire. 
The  mother  of  the  Sultan,  and  the  admiral  of 
the  Turkish  fleet  are  Caucasian  slaves,  and 
they  receive  all  the  honors  due  to  the  present 
exalted  station." 

*) 

LAW- ALLURE  the  CHURCHMAN'S  CURE. 

Reporter. — "Is  there  any  other  way  of 
making  men  virtuous  than  through  religion?" 

Dr.  Parkhurst. — "Religion  is  the  prime 
means,  but  others  should  also  be  employed. 
I  would  use  the  terror  of  the  law  as  well 
as  the  allurements  of  Christianity.  Where 
the  allurements  of  Christianity  won't  work 
the  terror  of  the  law  may." — N.  Y.  Herald. 

*)>  i\  iM^,.^!,, 

Bishop  Potter  has  returned  from  an  eighty 
day's  vacation  to  Turkey  and  Greece.  In  the 
Sun  of  January  12,  there  is  a  column  article 
relating  to  his  travels.  One  paragraph  says: 
"Bishop  Potter  is  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  Christianity  has  not  made  as  great  an 
impression  as  might  be  desired  upon  the  fol- 
lowers of  Mohammed.  Oil  and  water  do  not 
mix  easily,  he  says,  and  candid  missionary 
experience  must  own  that  Christianity,  as  a 
religion  has  made  as  yet  no  appreciable  in- 
roads upon  the  people  and  the  religion  of 
Mohammed.  He  pressed  this  question,  per- 
haps unduly,  he  states,  upon  the  teachers 
and  missionaries,  and  got  substantially  the 
same  answer.  Christian  missions  hav  ac- 
complished considerable  results  in  the 
Turkish  empire,  Out  not  among  the  Turkish 
people.  So  far  as  Constantinople  is  con- 
cerned, the  saddest  part  of  it  all  seems  that 
the  Christian  nations  hav  taught  the  Turks 
their  vices  and  little  more." 

*) 

A  man  may  forgive  you  and  not  come  to  blows, 
If  you  merely  deny  the  thing  which  he  knows; 
But  what  he  believes  without  knowing  why, 
You  must  never  question,  much  less  deny, 
For  he's  never  quite  sure  and  free  from  doubt, 
Except  what  he  knows  nothing  about. 


✓ 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  "WHAT  IS  ISLAM  ?" 

BI  BLAMED  SNOW,  BOMBAY,  INDIA. 

Islam  contains  the  very  essence  of  Jesns 
Christ's  Beatitudes  or  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
practically  illustrated  and  brought  into 
common  daily  life,  divested  of  incomprehen- 
sible, mysterious  or  suspicious  ambiguisms 
which  rest  merely  on  the  stereotyped  phrase 
admitting  of  h*>  contention  "Believe  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved."  One  distinct  feature  of 
Islam  is  the  teaching  which  it  has  made  plain 
with  reference  to  fraternity  and  equality  of 
fellow  creatures.  At  the  door  of  Islam,  every- 
thing is  dropped  which  savours  of  class,  or 
social  pride.  In  the  cold,  hard  and  selfish 
outside  forms  of  other  religions,  there  are  a 
thousand  distinctions  between  fellowmen,  but 
in  Islam,  the  poorest  member  is  recognised  as 
a  brother,  the  rich  considering  that  they  are 
natural  protectors  of  the  poor.  The  sacred 
grasp  of  fraternal  greeting  and  solicitude, 
taught  in  Islam  makes  it  a  desideratum  to 
effect  peace,  happiness  and  hopes  of  salva- 
tion even  in  this  world.  Islam  teaches  no 
new  dogmas,  but  it  confirms  the  previous 
revelations,  and  it  establishes  no  new  pre- 
cepts, but  ratifies  the  old  ones. 

If  all  the  available  copies  of  the  Sacred 
Writ  of  Islam  were  destroyed,  yet  Islam  can 
never  die  out,  for  there  are  thousands  who 
know  the  revelations  by  heart,  and  renew  it 
they  will,  and  this  is  a  clear  proof  of  God's 
promise  to  keep  his  faith  intact  and  immuta- 
ble. As  to  the  genuineness  of  the  last  and 
greatest  of  Islam's  prophets  does  it  not  strike 
any  thoughtful  enquirer  and  student  with 
surprise  tto  find  that  one  poor  and  unlearned 
man  in  a  troublesome  time  and  in  an  uncivi- 
lized country  should  have  propagated  and  up 
to  date  kept  kindled  for  the  past  1,300  years, 
uncorrupted  in  the  hearts  of  over  one-eighth 
of  the  human  race,  this  faith  ?  Can  it  be 
fairly  said  that  comparing  him  with  the  long 
line  of  the  chosen,  from  the  "Law  Giver"  to 
the  "Messiah,"  that  there  is  no  place  for 
this  prophesied  "Messenger,"  this  Hero  of 
the  Unity  who  led  half  of  Asia  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  one  God,  and  in  whose 
name  thousands,  nay  even  millions,  every 
hour  of  their  lives  turn  in  supplication  to  the 
Mercy  Seat  of  the  Most  High  ? 

Up  to  this  day  Islam  continues  to  hold  all 
the  sacred  places  of  the  Christians  in  spite 
of  the  various  battles  of  the  crusades  with 


Sala-udin,  in  which  all  the  kings  of  Christen- 
dom combined  against  Islam,  and  it's  ono 
only  defender;  is  not  this  a  Sufficient  proof  of 
God  s  protection  or  is  it  only  a  coincidence? 

It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  Christianity 
with  its  missions  to  heathen  lands,  is  but 
paving  the  way  for  Islam.  The  merits  of 
Islam  have  been  appreciated  by  such  eminent 
men  as  Canon  Jsaac  Taylor,  Dr.  Leitner, 
Carlyle,  Davenport,  Ocklev,  Gibbon,  Bos- 
worth  Smith,  Dean  Stanley,  Irving,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Muir,  Lord  Macaulay,  &c. 

Islam  never  teaches  that  God  is  a  person, 
nor  does  it  attempt  to  describe  him,  for  it 
holds  it  the  highest  impiety  and  blasphemy 
to  attempt  to  describe  what  can  never  be 
seen.  Islam  rejects  the  worship  of  stars  or 
planets  on  the  rational  principle  that  what- 
ever is  born  must  die,  whatever  rises  must 
set,  but  in  enthusiastic  piety  it  confesses 
and  adores  one  only  infinite  and  eternal 
Being  who  is  the  Light  of  Light  and  the  Soul 
of  Nature. 

Though  Islam  is  old  enough  to  have  drifted 
into  that  common  decrepitude  of  all  other  ex- 
isting beliefs,  viz,  the  substitution  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  God,  yet  it  is  still  in  dogmas  and 
ritual,  as  pure  and  simple  as  when  primi- 
tively preached  by  the  Prophet  of  Arabia. 

According  to  the  Bible,  the  mission  of 
Moses  was  only  to  the  Jews,  and  the  mis- 
sion of  Jesus  to  the  lost  ones  of  Israel.  Jesus 
is  alleged  to  have  said  to  the  Syrophoenician 
woman  "It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's 
bread  and  cast  it  unto  the  dogs,"  but  in -Islam, 
a  proselyte,  be  he  ever  so  poor  or  low,  is  re- 
ceived with  open  arms  and  embraced  as  a 
brother  by  the  highest  Moslem. 
.  The  modern  Jews  admit  all  the  Prophets 
except  him  of  Nazareth  and  him  of  Arabia; 
Christians  all  but  him  of  Aarbia,  but  Moslems 
admit  without  distinction  all  from  Adam  to 
Mahomed.  Judge  then,  0 !  readers,  who  are 
just  and  unbiassed.  It  is  because  Mahomed 
was  not  an  European?  Was  Jesus  not  a 
Jew  ?  Where  did  Christianity  originate  and 
where  was  the  garden  of  Eden  and  all  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  given,  but  in  Asia? 

In  Islam  no  opposition  to  Judaism  or  Chris- 
tianity is  intended.  Primitive  or  Original 
Unitarian  Nazarene  Christianity  and  Islam 
are  identical.  Christianity  considered  apart 
from  the  dogmas  of  men  superadded  to  the 
teachings  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles  by  the 
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Councils  of  Nicea  and  Chalcedon,  is  Islam; 
and  Islam,  when  the  place  which  Jesus  and 
the  Bible  occupy  in  the  Koran,  is  recognised, 
is  Christianity.  Nothing  can  be  more  childish 
than  the  popular  superstition  that  by  em- 
bracing Islam  a  Christian  denies  or  abandons 
Jesus  or  the  Virgin  Mary.  So  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  he  becomes  by  being  a  Muslim 
a  true  Nazarene  or  follower  of  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth. The  true  Jesus  (and  not  the  mistaken 
identity  of  Jehoshu  Ben  Pandria  or  the  mythi- 
cal God  man)  mortal  like'ourselves,  is  reveal- 
ed to  us.  He  who  has  realized  the  true  Jesus 
and  not  the  legendary  one,  is  bound  to  be  an 
Unitarian,  and  to  be  consistent,  an  Unitarian 
must  follow  Mahomed,  the  greatest  of  all 
Unitarians. 

That  Islam  is  intolerant  is  a  mistake,  it  is 
rather  the  other  way.  Christianity  has  its 
records  of  intolerance  in  the  times  of  Mary 
and  Elizabeth  and  even  now  and  if  there  are 
any  instances  of  fanaticism  amongst  the 
lower  class  of  Muslims,  Islam  is  not  responsi- 
ble for  it.  That  Islam  is  tolerant  is  self- 
evident,  for  all  religions  are  found  side  by 
side  in  peace  in  Mahomedan  States.  Mosqeus, 
Churches,  Temples,  and  Synagogues  lie  next 
to  each  other  in  them.  Islam  is  the  banner 
of  Progress  and  Culture.  In  England  and 
America  there  is  less  difficulty  to  gain  con- 
verts, for  the  history  of  the  Crusades  and  its 
Romance,  Lytton's  "Leila"  and  Washington- 
Irving's  "Granada"  make  an  impression  on 
them.  A  few  enthusiastic  converts  to 
Islam,  if  they  band  themselves  together,  will 
rapidly  produce  a  great  and  zealous  Muslin 
Community.  Example  and  combination  are 
among  the  most  potent  factors  in  religious 
and  social  progress.  Where  a  few  unite  (as 
at  Liverpool  and  America)  with  the  self- 
same object,  more  join  them. 

Islam  does  not  see  the  desperate  policy  of 
sending  out  in  the  same  ship,  missionaries 
and  barrels  of  rum,  bibles  and  muskets.  It 
grants  no  licences  for  taverns,  brothels  and 
opiumn  dens,  and  gambling  hells  !  !  ! 

Islam's  converts  are  by  the  millions,  its 
effects  permanent,  its  Holy  Book  immutable, 
its  ritual  natural,  rational  and  sublime,  its 
form  of  worship  reverential,  its  hospitality 
proverbial,  its  charity  a  religious  duty,  and 
its  Founder  an  humanitarian.  Islam  repre- 
sents without  special  enactments,  the  most 
powerful  Total  Abstinence  Society,  the  only 


universal  and  Catholio  Brotherhood,  (practical 
and  not  theoretical.)  In  Islam,  every  True 
Believer  is  a  church  in  himself,  allowed  to 
read  and  expound  the  Koran,  has  no  mediator, 
no  fixed  place  for  worship,  no  priest-craft. 
In  Mosques  there  is  perfect  equality  between 
rich  and  poor,  no  paid- for  reserved  seats  or 
pews,  and  there  is  no  more  devotional  a  sight 
than  to  watch  the  regular  and  perfect  move- 
ments of  a  truly  pious  and  humble  row  of 
worshippers  (princes  and  peasants)  in  simple 
attaire  reverentially  adoring  God  and  realiz- 
ing the  fact  that  they  are  in  the  presence  of 
the  God  of  the  whole  world.  They  have  no 
cushions  or  hassocks  -to  recline  on,  nor  do 
they  pray  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets 
or  in  a  sitting  posture !  Islam  is  a  life  and  a 
practice  not  only  a  creed.  Kindness  is 
practised  even  to  dumb  animals  and  charity 
is  the  superstructure  of  the  faith,  and  sacri- 
fices are  meant  to  feed  the  poor  not  as  atone- 
ment. Islam  gives  a  code  to  the  people,  a 
constitution  to  the  State,  and  is  cosmopolitan. 
Islam's  first  Mouzin  was  Billal,  a  Negro. 

The  Koran  is  a  moral  code  for  general 
guidance  in  daily  life,  and  its  prominent 
characteristic  is  sincerity.  It  consists  of  30 
parts,  114  chapters,  6,666  verses,  77,189 
words,  323,015  letters;  of  this  1,000  verses 
command,  1,000  prohibit,  1,000  promise,  1,- 
000  threaten,  1,000  moral  lessons,  1,000  in- 
structive parables,  500  discussions,  100 
prayers,  and  66  preliminaries.  This  minute 
knowledge  betrays  the  earnest  study  of  a 
true  Moslem.  The  Koran  is  made  the  found- 
ation of  elementary  education  of  Moslem 
children,  who  from  the  age  of  seven  are 
taught  to  chant  and  commit  great  portions 
of  it  to  memory.  It  is  the  admitted  standard 
of  the  law  and  practice  in  Mohamedan  coun- 
tries, in  the  Mosque  the  whole  Koran  being 
read  through  daily,  thirty  relays  of  readers 
taking  it  up  in  succession,  and  there  are 
many  Imams  who  have  perused  it  over  fifty- 
thousand  times  in  their  life- time.  The 
Koran  is  the  General  Code  of  the  Mohamme- 
dans, it  is  a  religious  social,  civil,  commer- 
cial, military,  judicial,  and  penal  code,  for  it 
regulates  everything  from  the  ceremonies  of 
the  religion  to  those  of  daily  life,  from  the 
salvation  of  the  soul  to  the  health  of  the 
body,  from  collective  to  individual  rights. 
The  ethics  of  the  Koran  is  its  most  shin- 
[Concluded  on  8th  page.] 
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TIPPLE  TOLERATION. 

The  Ke\ .  I  it,  Yandewater preached  recently 
;i  BdrmOD  'MjO  men  alone."    Of  course,  it  was 
a  sermon  of  exhortation   to  them   to  control 
tlu'ir  appetites;  ami  the  appetites  of  which 
he  made  mention  were  thoso  for  drink,  for 
gambling,  and  for  debauchery.    Being  him- 
self fond  of  his  glass  of  wine,  and  perhaps  of 
an  occasional  stronger  tipple,  we  suppose,  Dr. 
Yandewater  did  not  pretend  to  urge  total  ab- 
stinence on  his  hearers.     Very  creditably  to 
him,  he  did  not  condemn  in  them  a  practice 
ami  a  habit  to  which  he  himself  yields.  "I 
believe,"  he  said  "that  t  here  is  a  use  of  liquor 
which  is  proper,  legitimate.  Bad  right,  God 
made  liquor,"  he  proceeded,  "and  designed  it 
for  the  use  of  man.    Drunkenness  is  a  sin, 
but  drinking  is  not,  and  those  who  recommend 
a  cure  of  the  evil  by  stopping  drinking  do 
not  think  deeply."    In  the  sense  that  God 
makes  everything  men  make.  He  made  liquor. 
In  the  same  sense,  He  is  the  source  of  all 
human  energy,  and  every  thing  which  happens 
whether  good  or  evil,  occurs  by  the  Divine 
agency.    He  is  the  absolute  master  of  the 
universe.    He  made  both  the  dagger  of  the 
assassin  and  the  heart  of  the  assassin.  He 
made  men  and  their  appetites,  giving  to  men 
varying  degrees  of  self-control  of  making 
their  physical  constitution  and  hereditary 
tendencies  favorable  to  the  subjection  of  their 
appetites,  or  to  endurance  in  spite  of  the 
gratification  of  them.    One  man  drinks  a 
do/en  times  a  day  and  lives  to  great  old  age, 
dying  at  last  as    an  honored  vestryman, 
perhaps.    Another  man  cannot  take  a  single 
drink  without  starting  on  a  prolonged  spree, 
which  brings  his  days  to  an  early  end,  in  a 
station  house,  it  may  be.    It  does  not  take 
deep  thought  to  find  that  out.    All  that  is 
necessary  is  the  most  casual  observation  by 
anybody  in  any  community,  in  a  theological 
seminary,  perhaps,  and  among  the  clergy 
themselves.    God  no  more  "made  liquor" 
than  He  made  a  faro  table,  or  a  resort  of  de- 
bauchery.   The  first  report  we  have  in  sacred 
writings  is  when  Noah  got  boozy,  with  the 
wine  from  the  vineyard  he  had  planted  some- 
where in  the  region  of  Ararat.    The  patriarch, 
alas!  was  shamefully  drunk;  but  the  intoxi- 
cation did  not  come  from  eating  grapes,  the 
harmless  natural  product  which  God  had 
given    him.    His  own    ingenuity,  or  some 
other  man's  ingenuity,  contrived  the  process 


by  which  he  expressed  the  juice  of  the 
grapes  and  made  it  intoxicating  by  fermenta- 
tion. Wheat  and  corn  and  rye  are  wholly 
useful  and  wholesome  food  as  nature  yields 
them,  but  by  the  devices  of  man  strong  drink 
is  produced  from  them,  and  it  plays  the  devil 
with  men,  Instead,  therefore,  of  putting  the 
responsibility  for  liquor  on  (Jod,  we  advise 
the  clergy  to  lay  the  blame  for  it  on  men,  as 
a  dangerous  luxury.  Moreover,  it  is  ques- 
tionable whether  the  influence  of  the  Clergy 
in  preventing  the  abuse  of  liquor  would  not 
be  strengthened  greatly  if  they  refrained 
wholly  from  its  use  themselves.  Resides, 
being  usually  emotional  men  of  sedentary 
habits,  they  are  better  off  without  such  a 
stimulant.  The  habit  of  drinking,  danger- 
ous for  everybody,  is  especially  dangerous 
for  them,  in  their  own  persons  and  in  the 
example  they  set  for  other  people. — New 
York  Sun. 

*) 

It  is  a  characteristic  of  Satan  to  compel, 
ami  every  effort  in  any  way  to  compel 
the  consciences  of  men  is  Satanic.  Every 
ellbrt  to  compel  the  conciences  of  men  in  any 
way,  whether  it  be  the  Sabbath  or  any  other 
matter  at  issue,  is  Satanic.  God  wins  by 
the  power  of  love;  God  leaves  everyone  free 
to  choose;  Satan  would  compel.  And  every 
law  of  any  kind  or  nature  tending  to  control, 
to  bind  men's  consciences  in  their  relation  to 
God,  is  purely  Satanic.  And  every  effort  to 
put  laws  upon  the  statute  books  of  tins 
country,  compelling  any  religious  observance 
whatsoever,  is  an  effort  gotten  up  by,  con- 
trolled by,  and  in  the  interest  of,  Satan. 
Everyone  who  by  vote  or  by  voice  helps  on 
this  work  of  compelling  the  consciences  of 
men  by  law,  is  being  used  as  an  agent  of 
Satan. — Religious  Liberty  Library. 

*) 

When  shall  the  time  arise, 
When  war  and  woe  shall  cease  ? 
And  all  mankind  an  anthem  raise 
.  To  universal  peace. 

The  glorious  era  hail, 

When  men,  enlightened,  free 
And  just,  no  moee  as  foes  shall  meet 

But  friends  and  brothers  be. 

Plenty  from  land  to  land, 

Shall  waft  her  rich  supplies; 
Islam  oe'r  all  her  blessings  shed, 

And  a  new  world  arise. 


THE  AMERICAN  MOSLEM. 


Recently  "The  New  York  Exchange  f  Ot- 
toman's Work"  asked  for  two  hundred 
'thousand  dollars   for   their  new  building. 
They   held   a   meeting  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  Concert  Hall  and  invited  speakers  to 
inake  appeals  for  the  money.    One  of  the 
speakers  was  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  whose 
appeal  ran  thus:    "It  is  an  easy  matter  for 
this  audience  to  raise  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.    I  see  before  me  men  who  could  raise 
it  alone.    I  would  say  to  the  managers,  how- 
ever, pick  out  your  millionaires,  there  are 
said  to  be  1,200  of  them  in  this  city.  Their 
money  is  corrupting  them  and  their  families 
all  the  time,  and  no  one  knows  it  better  than 
they  do.    Each  one  of  you  pick  out  your 
millionaire,  take  him  by  the  throat,  and  ask 
him  for  his  money.    You  may  think  I  am  not 
serious  in  this,  but  it  reallyis  the  easiest  way." 

*) 

If  you  have  enough  and  to  spare— that  is 
the  teaching  of  Christian  philosophy  —your 
surplus  is  not  your  own;  it  belongs  to  those 
whose  larders  are  empty. — New  York  Herald. 

Enjoy  the  sunshine  while  you  can, 
And  defy  the  storm-cloud  like  a  man. 

Whatever  thy  task,  finish  it  today, 
It  will  double  in  burden  by  delay. 

t) 

BROOKLYN  BRIDGE. 

This  bridge  connecting  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  over  the  East  River  from  Park  Row, 
New  York,  to  Sands  and  Washington  streets, 
Brooklyn,  was  begun  January  2,  1870,  and 
opened  to  traffic  Mav  24,  1883.  The. cost  of 
this  bridge  was  over  $15,000,000.  The  tolls 
are  for  foot  passengers,  free;  railway  fare, 
three  cents,  or  ten  tickets  twenty  five  cents; 
one  horse,  three  cents;  one  horse  and  vehicle, 
five  cents;  two  horses  and  vehicle,  ten  cents; 
extra  horse'  above  two  attached  to  vehicle, 
three  cents.  The  following  are  the  statistics 
of  this  structure:  Width  of  bridge  eighty- 
five  feet.  Length  of  river  span,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  ninetyfive  feet,  six  inches. 
Length  of  each  land  span,  nine  hundred  thirty 
feet.  Length  of  Brooklyn  approach,  nine 
hundred  seventy  one  feet.  Length  of  New 
York  approach,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
sixtytwo  feet  six  inches.  Total  length  of 
carriageway,  five  thousand  nine  hundred 
eightynine  feet.  Total  length  of  the  bridge, 
with  extensions,  six  thousand  five  hundred 


thirtyseven  feet.    Size  of  New  York  cassion, 
one  hundred  seventytwo  by  one  hundred  two 
feet.    Size  of  Brooklyn  cassion,  one  hundred 
sixtyeight  by  one  hundred  two  feet.  Timber 
and  iron  cassion,  five  thousand  two  hundred 
fitythree  cubic  yards.  Concrete  in  well  holes, 
chambers,  &c,  five  thousand  six  hundred  sixty 
nine  cubic  feet.    Weight  of  New  York  cais- 
son, about  seven  thousand  tons.    Weight  of 
concrete  filling,  about  eight  thousand  tons. 
New  York  tower  contains  fortysix  thousand 
nine  hundred  forty  five  cubic  yards  masonry. 
Brooklyn  tower  contains  thirtyeight  thous- 
and   two   hundred   fourteen   cubic  yards 
masonry.    Depth  of  tower  foundation  below 
high  water,  Brooklyn,  fortyfive  feet.  Depth 
of  tower  foundation  below  high  water  New 
York,  seventyeight  feet.    Size  of  towers  at 
high  water  line,  one  hundred  forty  by  filty- 
nine  feet.    Size  of  towers  at  roof  course,  one 
hundred  thirtysix  by  fiftythree  feet.  Total 
hight   of  towers   above   high   water,  two 
hundred  seventyeight  feet.    Clear  hight  of 
bridge  in   center  of  river  span  above  high 
water  at  ninty  degrees  F.,  one  hundred  thirty- 
five  feet.    Hight  of  floor  at  towers  above 
high  water,  one  hundred  nineteen  feet  three 
inches.  Grade  of  roadway,  three  one  fourth  ft 
in  one  hundred  feet.    Hight  of  towers  above 
roadway,  one  hundred  fifty  nine  feet.    Size  of 
anchorage  at  base,  one  hundred  twentynine 
by  one   hundred   nineteen    feet.    Size  of 
anchorage  at  top,  one  hundred  seventeen  feet 
by  one  hundred  four  feet.    Hight  of  anchor- 
ages, eightynine  feet  front  eightyfive  rear. 
Weight  of  anchor  plate,  twenty  three  tons. 
Number  of  cables,  four.    Diameter  of  each 
cable,  fifteen  three-fourth  inches.    Length  of 
each  single  wire  in  cables,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  seventyeight  feet,  six  inches. 
Ultimate   strength   of  each  cable,  twelve 
thousand  tons.    Weight  of  wire,  twelve  feet 
per  pound.    Each  cable  contains  five  thous- 
and two  hundred  ninetysix  parallel  (not  twist- 
ed) galvanized  steel,  oil-coated  wires,  closely 
wrapped  to   a  solid  cylinder,  fifteen  three- 
fourth  inches  in  diameter.  Permanent  weight 
suspended  from  cables,  fourteen  thousand 
six  hundred  eighty  tons.    The  whole  number 
of  car  passengers   during  the  year  ending 
December  1,  1892,  was  fortyone  million  six 
hundred  seventytwo  thousand  eight  hundred 
ninetyeight;   the  receipts  from  tolls  during 
that  period  were  $1,228,729.   See  next  page. 
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THE  GREAT  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE  OVER  THE  EAST  RIVER,  CONNECTING  NEW  YORK  ClTv 

AND  BROOKLYN. 


[What  is  Islam? — Concluded.] 
ing  point,  its  texts  being  like  golden  threads 
entwining  the  whole.  When  the  Hejiran  era 
eomes  to  the  19th  Century  we  hope  to  see 
civilized  and  primitive  Islam  reborn  in  the 
West,  sending  out  missionaries  to  the  East, 
as  by  the  irony  of  fate  is  now  the  case  with 
Christianity  which  also  arose  in  the  East. 

#) 

By  thine  own  soul's  law  learn  to  live, 
And  if  man  thwart  thee,  take  no  heed, 
And  if  men  hate  thee,  have  no  care; 
Sing  then  thy  song,  and  do  thy  deed, 
Hope  thou  thy  hope,  and  pray  thy  prayer, 
And  claim  no  crown  they  will  not  give. 

— Whittier. 

Thorough  Cipher  Code  for  Telegraphing. 
Brief,  secret,  handy.  Best  for  all  purposes, 
$1.50  each;  83.00  a  pair;  $15.00  dozen.  Cir- 
culars and  information.  Order  of  John  A. 
Lant,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 


Our  friends  in  the  East  will  please  address 
"The  American  Moslem,"  Tarrytown,  N.  Y., 
(U.  S.  A.) 
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The  Pioneer  Catalogue  of  Vegetables  and  Flower«J 

'Contains  112  pages,  Sr  lO  1-2  in.,  trith 
7  descriptions  that  describe,  not  mislead; 
illustrations  that  instruct,  not  exaggerate! 

'The  cover  is  charming  in  harmonious  blending  of  watcH 
>  color  prints  in  green  and  white,  with  a  gold  background] 

 a  dre.im  of  beaut)'.    32  pages  of  Novelties,  printed  in  8  difl 

'ferent  colors.  All  the  leading  novelties  and  the  best  of  the  old  vaJ 
rieties.  These  hard  times  you  cannot  afford  to  run  any  risk.  Bujl 
'Honest  Goods  where  you  will  receive  Full  Measure.  It  is  nod 
'necessary  to  advertise  that  Vicks*  seeds  grow,  this  is  known  the  world  over] 
id  also  that  the  harvest  pays.  A  very  little  spent  for  proper  seed  will  savi 
grocer's  and  doctor's  bills.  Many  concede  Vick's  Floral  Guide  the  handsomest  ca'alogud 
for  .1894.  If  you  love  a  fine  garden  send  address  now,  wi  h  10  cents,  which  may  be  dedued 
ed  from  first  order.    flST  f  360  Cash  Prizes  for  Potatoes. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.  3 V JC 
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